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Press release, October 26, 2006

For immediate release 

SUSTAINMENT project workshop in Riga creates Sustainability Management Centers for cities

New roads, more business, social security and fresh air.  The viable city of Riga needs these. The human and financial resources are limited. Can we get all of this.? Yes, at least the most preferred ones, if we coordinate our work properly.

 SUSTAINMENT project will improve cooperation between the sectors responsible for land use, local economy, social issues and environmental protection. The project develops a plan for special coordinating group, sustainability management center, SMC in the city administration. The SMC will provide strategic information for political decision makers and top administrators. SMC will support balanced interaction of environmental, social and economic development in the city. It will streamlines sustainability work in the city administration and smooths out conflicts between the different sectors.

EU is supporting sustainable development in Riga

European Union adopted Urban Thematic Strategy (UTS), which is to support the local authorities to improve the quality of life in the city. The SUSTAINMENT project will develop the key elemens of UTS: integrated management. 
After an interesting start, connect the issue to a larger context and give practical and clear examples of what you are doing in the SUSTAINMENT project and the meeting. It is a good idea to use direct quotations: “People are always interested in other people’s opinions. Why are you carrying out this project? What is the importance”, the journalist will ask. 

FOR LOCAL ISSUES
Experts from 12 cities and eight countries developing new sustainability tools for Baltic Sea Region

SUSTAINMENT (2006-2007) supports the 12 partner cities to in creating sustainability management centers (SMC), resource units for sustainable development. SUSTAINMENT focuses on organizational development, even on individual staff members in arranging more expertise and time for the sustainability process in the cities. It strengthening the sustainable development work”, project coordinator Kyösti Lempa explains. 

The lead partner is the Uion of the Baltic Cities. Other partners include 12 cities from the Baltic Sea Region – Kouvola Region federation of Municipalities, City of Turku, Municipality of Kalmar, City of Malmö, Municipality of Växjö, Municipality of Örebro, City of Gdansk, City of Riga, Municipality of Siauliai, Municipality of Panevezys, City of Kaliningrad and City of Novgorod. Three expert organisations Baltic University Programme, ICLEI  and KaosPilots are responsible for the training.

The total budget of the project is 1,4 MEUR. The project runs from January 2006 to December 2007.
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This project is part-financed by the European Union (European Regional Development Fund) within the BSR INTERREG IIIB Neighbourhood Programme, TACIS, Finnish Ministry of Environment and the partner cities. 
This project is co-ordinated by Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC), Environment and Agenda 21 Secretariat and it
is part of the UBC Agenda 21 Action Programme 2004-2009 – Roadmap for Sustainable Baltic Cities.


